The Costa-Haskell Collection of early and important Coin Machines. 


This collection of early coin operated machines is the finest of it's kind. There is no comparable 
collection in any public museum and indeed it would be extremely difficult nowadays to build up such a 
collection since many of the items it contains are unique. It has been carefully built up over a period of 
some twenty five years by two of Britain's leading collectors and contains many internationally important 
and exceedingly rare pieces. 


Coin freed devices were the late nineteenth century precursors of the technological revolution which has 
since inundated the late twentieth century and brought about huge changes in the structure and 
organisation of society. Consequently coin freed devices are very important primary staging posts for 
our understanding of contemporary culture. For example, many of today's important industries, most 
notably the music and cinematographic industries, saw their inception by means of such devices. 


Automatic machines were first introduced on a mass scale during the last two decades of the nineteenth 
century, initially in England and within a very short space of time to Western Europe and North 
America. The emphasis of the collection is upon this very early period through to, (what is considered 
by many, the golden age of coin machine design) the first three decades of the twentieth century. 


One of the main beauties of such devices is that they represent a unique synthesis of form and function, 
(the look and feel of the object itself providing a motivation for it's use) and as such the devices can 
prove a primary source of inspiration for contemporary designers. Above all their scale is human and 
their range astonishing. The internal mechanical solutions adopted are as diverse and elegant as their 
external appearance, sometimes disarmingly simple and at other times startlingly complex. They provide 
a singular insight into the workings of a society which was the progenitor of our own computer age. 


All the leading British pioneers of this world-wide genre are represented in this collection, (in addition to 
many of the leading lights from other countries, most notably Germany, France and the U.S.A.) : John 
Dennison, Percival Everitt, Anthony Harris, George Mathewson, Thomas Turner, John Pessers, William 
Haydon, Frank Urry, Joseph Mason, Robert Page and others. They are important figures both nationally 
and internationally since their ideas and devices were taken up, imitated and refined world-wide. The 
Pachinko industry, for example, which at first glance appears to be uniquely Japanese, has it's origins in 
the British Wall machines of the early twentieth century. 


The collection contains most of the surviving original clockwork examples of the work of John 
Dennison, the first recorded person anywhere in the world to make his living solely by the exposition 
and manufacture of coin freed devices. Each one is unique and beautifully hand crafted. In addition, the 
collection abounds with examples of extremely rare and ornate cast iron machines, accidental survivors 
of two world wars and the ensuing drives for scrap metal; Electric shock devices survivors of an age 
which believed in their curative and life-giving properties; Included are fortune-telling devices of every 
kind, direct descendants of the wheel of fortune found in Mediaeval churches and precursors of the 
burgeoning gambling games industry e.g. the earliest spinning-dial machine patented: The Anthony 
Harris "Gypsy". There are stereo-viewers and mutuscopes, the precursors of the cinema; machines with 
mechanical music, precursors of the pop and recording industries. Many of the earliest known examples 
of gambling game are to be found only in this collection. They provide a unique record of the gambling 
games industry which annually generates billions of pounds of revenue world-wide and whose 
development parallels twentieth century social, economic and political history. 


Visually the machines act as an intriguing reflection of a past age, both at peace and at war. The 
touching domesticity of Dennison's "Poor father", the darker side as represented by Canova's "Opium 
Den", the sports and pastimes as seen through Mathewson's "Cricketer", "Golfer" and "Footballer", (all 
of which incidentally exemplify the early development of these sports). The militaristic themes with the 
onset of World War 1, as typified by "The Allies Flags" or "The Artillery Duel", or perhaps more 
poignantly, by "The Nurses" collecting box of Walter Hart, or "The Blind Man" fortune teller. There can 
be no more vivid reminders of this lost age than through these exquisite items. More importantly they 
are beautiful works of art in their own right which collectively provide a stupendous and exciting visual 
array to stimulate the mind and delight the eye. 


Nic Costa MA (RCA) London 1997 


< H rf 
& She Costa- Haskell Collection ) 
M 4 
‘a This collection has been brought together by two noted individuals: ), 
734 Paul Haskell is a banker and has been a collector of coin machines for over twenty five years. a 
Oy, Nic Costa is a freelance journalist and the author of "Automated Pleasures- a History of the coin Ay 
¢ ey eis ' ao : My; 
\ Machine", in addition to numerous articles published in both England and America. As an international ks 
By expert on the subject, he has made many radio and television appearances in Great Britain and as far at 
« afield as Japan. } 
"ed This unique collection is now being offered for sale for the first time. It can be used as the basis of a Y 
PS permanent display in a museum or entertainment complex, for television and film hire or as a primary 4 
i) source for product designers or students of technology. It is no exaggeration to state that this aN 
Xp collection represents a once in a lifetime investment opportunity. fii 
if All items in the collection are sold as seen. In the main they are in original working order or have } 
yy undergone sympathetic restoration. of 
y The buyer is to be responsible for carriage, shipping and insurance upon completion of the transaction. f 
A Genuinely interested parties may view the collection by prior appointment after satisfying the sellers that _ 
i they are able to finance the acquisition of the items offered. mM 
: Offers are invited in the region of £750,000 Sterling. sf 
\ For further information please write to:- fy 
A The Costa-Haskell Collection. | 
23, Bower Green, f 
Lordswood, i 
ay Chatham, f 
4 Kent MES 8TN \ 
BS United Kingdom. cs 
» The photographs displayed in this publication may not be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or fl 
4 transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise BY 
fs without the prior permission in writing of Paul Haskell and Nic Costa £) 
Ny Copyright 1997 Paul Haskell & Nic Costa fy 
K. Rarity Guide Hi 
ie **** — Only known example. 4! 
Fa 7 Less than five known. i}, 
a (i 
* oe Less than ten known. i 
i Less than twenty known. “ 
Be indicates probable manufacturer. Ky 
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Medical Battery, **** c.1890 
Joseph Mason, 


4 London, UK. 


Electric Soldier, **** c.1875 
Maker unknown, Germany. 


Automatic Medical Electric Machine, **** 
J. Mason & ©o., London. 


Electric Pig, *** ¢.{1898 
Societe Generale D’automatique, Paris, France. 
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Electric Hand, **** c.1905 
Hooper Electric Supply, London, U.K. 
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Life’s Rejuvenator, **** c.1900 
Rose Automatics, London, U.K. 
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Ny Imperial Shocker, (wooden case), *** c.1899 
Imperial Electric Company, London, U.K. 


Electric Sailor, *** c.1910 
Polyphon Mustkwerke, Leipzig, Germany. 
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GREATE*? REMEDY 
\ RHFUMAL oy, GOT 
U.A.M.C., **** ¢, 1899 
fj United Automatic Machine Co., London, U.K. 
Yo Electric Volta, **** c.1918 
| Hooper Automatic Co., London, U.K. 
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j Torpedo Magneto, *** ¢.1910 ) 
™ Maker unknown, Germany. ys | 


Imperial Shocker, * c.1901 
Imperial Electric Company, London, U.K. 
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U.A.M.C. No 2, **** c.1901 
United Automatic Machine Cc., London, UK. 


The Postbox, (love letter dispenser) **** c.1900 
Lee's Automatic Co., Southend, Essex, U.K. 
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The Firefly, * c.1910 
Mills Novelty Co., Chicago, U.S.A. 


The Gypsy, *** ¢.1889 


Automatic Amusement Company, London, U.K. 
This is the first patented spinning dial fortune teller. 
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7. Aeule Leach. 
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Is Marriage a Failure, (fortune card dispenser) **** c.1900 
J. Meurice & Co., London, U.K. 


National Fortune Teller, **** c.1899 
National Automatic Machine Co., London, U.K. 
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The Fairy, *** c.1905 


Ns The Gypsy, (fortune card dispenser) *** c.1910 
Argyle Automatic Co., London, U.K. 
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The British Beauties Bureau, (fortune card dispenser) ee = fy 
* 2k * ‘aide — : TE AA 
\ c.1905 Argyle Automatic Co., London, U.K The Automatic Astrologer, (fortune card dispenser) \ 
y *®* ©1910 Argyle Automatic Co., London, UK. 
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A me Z | Mother Shipton, (fortune card dispenser) fi 
( Mother Shipton, (fortune card dispenser) *** 61915 Argyle Automatic Co., London, U.K. \ 
iM ***E* 6 |ROO0 J Meurice & Co., London, U.K. (4 
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hy The Musical Fairy, (animated fortune teller) 


of =*** ¢c.1885 John Dennison, Leeds, U.K AN 
| 

Y he Hand of Fate, (fortune card dispenser) 
**** © 1900 / Meurice & Co., London, U.K. Fu 
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Chinese Crystal Gazer, ¢.1930 
. Viaker unknown, (/K. 
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Blind Man Fortune Teller, * c.1920 
Walter Hart, + Ramsgate, Kent, U.K. 


Grandmother’s Predictions, (animated fortune card dispenser) 


‘* ¢ 1930 


Exhibit Supply Co., + New York, U.S.A. 


fortune card dispenser) 


Ticket Sorcerer, (animated 


j , ee ne | 
Vennitson, Leeds 
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Bottle Shooter, *** c.1904 
W.H.EI & Co., London, U.K. 


y Rarity Guide. 

Only known example. 

\i : Less than five known. 

of Less than ten known. 

\. ' Less than twenty known. 

1%) Indicates probable manufacturer. 


\. The Artillery Duel, (Detail), **** c.1914 a. 
| 2 Player Automatic Sports Co., London, U.K. 
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Artillery Target Shooter, (Detail),**** ¢.1910 
(. Ahrens, London, U.K. Y 
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St. Huberts Shooting Game, *** c.1910 \ 
Original Musikwerke, P. Lochman, Zeulenroda, Germany. 


if The Electra, *** c.1900 
~Y Llectra Company, Cologne, Germany. 


\ Skill Shooter, **** c.1900 
iy Robbins & Co., # London, U.K. \( 


Two Player Competive Games 
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Football, ** c.1896 . 
Automatic Sports Co., London, U.K. 


The Golf Game, *** c.1900 
Automatic Sports Co., London, U.K. 


The Cricket Match, *** ¢.1903 AN 
> a pb 3 Automatic Sports Co., London, U.K. 


(VA (On cast iron stand) 


“a 


Wa way, 


Fs 


ee 


fi 
Se 
: 


4 


eee 


Football, (second version) ** c.1900 
Automatic Sports Co., London, U.K. 


The Blowball, *** c.1900 
Haydon & Co., London, U.K. 


(On cast iron stand) (S2e Geeta St) \ 
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The Racer, *** c.1896 
Doughty & Barret, London, U.K. 


Combined Gip & Lift Tester, *** c. 1904 
Rosenfeld, New York, U.S.A. 


Owl Lifter, * c.1904 
Mills Novelty Co., Chicago, U.S.A. 


X. Strength Tester, **** c.1835 a se 

/} Robert Page, London, U.K. — Grip Test, ** c.1904 ~ fl 

fi (First patented strength tester) Caille Brothers Co., Detroit, U.S.A. > 
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Grip Tester, *** c.1895 
Vechanical Trading Co., London, 1/.K. 


Combined Lung & Grip Tester, *** c. 1900 
Medina Mnfg Co., New York, U.S.A. 


}} Ajax Puncher, *** c.1904 Gripper, *** ¢ 1889 (/ 
eo . Caille Brothers Co., Detroit, U.S.A. (Detail) P. Everitt, London, U.K ‘y 


Kalloscop, ** c. 1888 
C. Bach, Leipzig, Get 


Table Mutoscope, ** ¢ {905 


a i 


Bio-Automatics Lid., London, U.K. 
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) Cathedral Stereo Viewer, * c.1904 
( Mills Novelty Co., Chicago, U.S.A. 
;} (On legs) 


Autocosmoscope, *** ¢.1902 (4 
rs ; - y , Se aN 
William Haydon, * London, U.K. a 
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Mutoscope (rotary action), * c.1898 
Fe | British Mutoscope & Biograph Co., London, U.K. a 
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The Belfry (musical), *** ¢. 1925 
Charles Ahrens, London U.K. (Flooy standing) A 


Raid on an Opium Den, **** 
anova Model Co., Birmingham, UK. (Floor standing) 
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Poor Father, **** ¢. 1890 roe aren ore 
John Dennison, Leeds. 1/.K 
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\ The Treadmill, **** c.1895 


i je : wi 
J oe John Dennison, Leeds, U.K. 


= Sentry Box Vender, *** ¢ 1895 
: Musical Cigar Vender, **** c. 1880 Ludwig Stollwerck, Co ogne, German 
= Maker unknown, Paris, France. ; ' 


Bijou Gold Changer, ** c.1905 
(‘lement Garrett & Co., Birmingham, U.K. 


Violetta Perfume Sprayer, * 
R. Reichert, # Dresden, Germany. ae 


C elesta. (musical) * c. 190 Platform Scales, * ¢. | 900 
J Vicole Freres, Leipzig, Germany Salter & Co., Birmingham, U.K '\ 
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Cornucopia Vender. ** ¢. | 900 


\\. Singing Bird, *** ¢ (895 


¥ fi ed . ] ’ put : 
* bontemps, Paris, lh rance. - : ; a 
fhnomas furner, = Birmingham, /.K 


J Cadbury’s Chocolate Vender, **** ¢.|895 
=< ae Sweetmeat Automatic Supply Co., London, U.K. 
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Poule Automatique, *** ¢ [3895 


y Clucking Hen, *** 


t. Reichert, Dresden. P.Leom. Paris. France 
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The Chic-Chic Dice Shaker, *** c. 1900 
Vlaker unknown, Spain. 


Express Gold Changer, * c.|901 
Express Gold Changer Till Co., Birmingham, 
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Express Gold Changer, ** c.1905 
Clement Garrett & Co., Birmingham, U.K. 
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Snuff Vender, *** c.1895 
Thomas Turner & Co., Birmingham, U.K. 
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A. [Improved Pickwick, *** c.1905 
Pessers, Moody, Wraith & Gurr, London. 


B. The Cresset, *** ¢.1910 
Cresset Coin Machine Co., Kent, U.K. 


C. The Imperial, *** c.1899 
Imperial Autoc Co., London, U.K. 


D. The Fortuna, *** c.1901 
Automatic Skill Machines Co., London. 


E. Improved Pickwick, *** c.1908 
Pessers, Moody, Wraith & Gurr, London 
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J. Jofeh, London, U.K. | 


Multiball, *** c.1915 
Handani, London, U.K. 
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Looping the Loop, **** c.1899 The Bullseye, **** c.1909 
Price & Castell, London, U.K. Cresset Coin Machine Co., Kent, U.K. 
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The Pavilion, **** 


Le Francais, *** c.1914 
Boux & Co., Paris, France. 


c.1901 


Automatic Skill Machine Co., London, U.K. 


The Tivoli, *** c.1897 
The first and most successful gambling game 
of its type. Haydon & Urry, London, U.K. 
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Colonial Shooting Range, **** ¢ 1399 


Haydon & Urry, London, U.K 
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Game of Skill, **** c.1900 
Price & Castell, London, U.K. 


New Get Tee Zee, **** c.1900 


Price & Castell, London, U.K. 
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Get Tee Zee, **** c.1899 
Price & Castell, London, U.K: 


The Half Penny, **** c.1900 
Price & Castell, * London, U.K. 
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Ping-Pong, *** c.1910 


british Vlanufacturing Co., = London, (/ K. 3 
Village Blacksmith, **** ¢_ 1895 y 
Haydon & Urry, London, 0K. 
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Allsport, *** ¢ 1909 


| lufomatic MAH Machine (0 hOndon 


a 


will 


Four Gun Bomb Dropper, **** ¢ |9)5 
Handani, London, ¢/ k 
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The Three Barrels, ** c.19 


vincent Havdon. London. 


Game of Barrels, **** ¢ [898 
Licensed Victuallers 5 London, UK. 
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Allies Flags, *** c. 1916 
Automatic Novelty Co. London, Uf Nulli Secundus, *** ¢ 1910 
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Fhoenix Works, Birmingham. (/ K 
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The Phoenix, **** c.1910 


Phoenix Works, Birmingham, U.K. 


The Challenge, **** ¢. 1914 


{’Flory, London, U.K. 
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The Airship, **** ¢.1915 
Maker unknown, France. 


Airship Profit Sharer, * c.1929 


Max Jentsch & Meerz, Leipzig, Germany. 
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The Simplex, ** ¢.1925 
Max Jentsch & Meerz, + Leipzig, Germany. 


The Footballer, **** ¢. 1913 


Bussoz Freres, # Paris. France 
The Clown, c1913 


Max Jentsch & Meerz, Leipzig, Germany. 


Motorman, (with electric shock) *** ¢.1924 
Pessers, Moody, Wraith & Gurr, London, U.K 
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The Charlie Chaplin,*** c.1918 
Max Jentsch & Meerz, Leipzig, Germany.. 


The Bulldog, ** c.1929 
Max Jentsch & Meerz, + Leipzig, Germany. 


Bijou Pickwick, ** c.1910 
Pessers, Moody, Wraith & Gurr, London, U.K 
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The Challenger, * c. 1929 
Bradley, Birmingham, U.K 
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Le Favori, *** c.1915 
Le Dentu, Paris, France. 


Le Magique, *** c.1910 
P. Beraud, Paris, France. 


The Heureka, *** c.1900 
Polyphon Musikwerke, Leipzig, Germany. 


The Commercial, c.1925 
Clements, London. U.K. 
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Double Loop, *** c.1915 
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Ldgerton Manufacturing Co., London, U.K. 


La Pilote, *** c.1910 
Le Dentu, Paris, France. 


Allwin Deluxe, (with electric shock) ** c.1920 


Max Jentsch & Meerz, Leipzig, Germany. 


The Electra, (with electric shock) *** c.1910 
Electra Manufacturing Co., London, U-K. 
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Wall Machines 


Roulette Visible, *** c.1925 
Bussoz Freres, Paris, France. 


Circle Skill Cigarette Payout, * c.1925 
Phoenix Manufacturing Co., Birmingham, U.K. 
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Circle Skill Coin Payout, * c. 1920 
Phoenix Manufacturing Co., Birmingham, U.K. 


Iris, ** c.1920 
Max Jentsch & Meerz, Leipzig Germany. 
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Le jeu de Cartes, **** ¢.1915 
Le Dentu, Paris, France. 


Bussoz Freres,# Paris, 


Le Paramour 
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Bussoz Freres,# Paris, Fran 


Le Dentu, Paris, France. 
The Success, *** ¢.1915 


Le Marabout, *** c.1910 
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The Costa-Haskell Collection, 
for further information please write to:- 


The Costa-Haskell Collection, 
23, Bower Green, 
Lordswood, 
Chatham, 

Kent MES 8TN 
England. 


